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Works of Ecology Pioneer Roland M. Harper Donated by his
Biographer and by a Famous Horticulturist
October 6, 2010

Roland Harper

Roland Harper

Elizabeth Findley Shores, whose 2008 biography of her kinsman Roland M. Harper, On Harper’s Trail, is available
in Henderson Library and also now in paperback from the University of Georgia Press, has donated a large
collection of Harper’s variegated works to Special Collections. It is appropriate that this material should be here
on campus, since there are a number of links between Harper and Georgia Southern. Roland’s younger brother
Otto was the first instructor of agriculture when this school opened in 1908 as the First District Agricultural and
Mechanical School. R.J.H. DeLoach, who taught here in the 30’s, was Harper’s classmate at the University of
Georgia (Class of 1897) and lifelong friend. Another classmate and lifelong friend was James Walter Hendricks,
first principal here. Christy Trowell, Georgia Southern alumnus (1954), documented the trips of Roland and
younger brother Francis to the Okefenokee Swamp, while English Professor and Museum Director Delmas E.
Presley brought out, after his death, the book on the Okefenokee that Francis had intended to write. (Special
Collections also has, as a part of Dr. Presley’s collection, an extensive assemblage [1912-1951] of Francis
Harper’s notebooks and photographs of the Okefenokee and the Swampers who lived there.)
Roland Harper (1878-1966) was a native of Maine who spent almost his entire life in the Deep South. His 1905
Ph.D. in Botany from Columbia University was based on a phytogeographical study of the Altamaha Grit region of
Georgia, which begins just south of Statesboro. He worked as both botanist and geographer for the Alabama,
Florida and Georgia Geological Surveys and taught for years at The University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, where
his extensive papers reside.
Harper was far from a stay-at-home. He was always traveling and exploring new sites in the Southern coastal
plains where rare wild plants were to be discovered. Some of those plants are named for him – such as Harper’s
beauty, Harper’s heartleaf and Harper’s love-vine. He would be concerned that even some of these plants are
now endangered, for he was strongly opposed to the spread of development, dams and highways which destroy
the habitats of plants and animals.
This donation consists of 193 items ranging from substantial studies such as The Natural Resources of
Georgia (1930) to many letters-to-the-editor. Harper was an indefatigable writer of such letters, especially in his
curmudgeonly later years. On the same day in January 1938, a letter in the Birmingham News deplored the
efforts of Wisconsin farmers to slow the growth of Southern dairying, while a letter in the Birmingham
Post deplored a recent decline in civilization (including the observation that “The Christmas fire-works nuisance
was worse last month than ever before”). A full listing of the works in this collection is available on request.
Meanwhile, hearing of Ms. Shores’s donation, Dr. Richard W. Lighty – famous geneticist, plant explorer and
breeder, founder of the Mount Cuba Center for the Study of Piedmont Flora in Greenville, Delaware and of the
Longwood Graduate Program in Public Garden Administration at the University of Delaware – decided to donate

to us the material he collected while researching his own biography of Harper, a project he never found time to
complete. Many of these papers were given to Dr. Lighty by the late Marie Mellinger, expert on Appalachian
wildflowers and edible herbs, and a friend of Harper’s. As well as publications, notes and correspondence, this
collection also includes some excellent photographs of Harper both in youth and age.
Marvin Goss
Head of Special Collections
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Come in out of the cold…
October 6, 2010

…to shop and play!
The Zach S. Henderson Library will hold a RUMMAGE SALE and COMMUNITY MINI GOLF TOURNAMENT on
Saturday, January 22nd, 9:00 a. m. until 1:00 pm. The Rummage Sale will be held in Room 1300 on the 1st floor
of the library. Many useful items to select from: furniture, electronics, kitchenware, linens, toys, and much more!
Bring the entire family for a morning of shopping or playing mini golf! (The Library’s gated parking lot will be open
.)
Location: GSU Henderson Library
Contact Info
Library
library@georgiasouthern.edu
(912) 478-5115
Share:

Posted in Archive, Events and Exhibits, Hours and Special Alerts
Tags: events

Coming Soon: The ICPSR Social Sciences Data Fair
October 6, 2010

You are cordially invited to attend ICPSR‘s Social Sciences Data Fair scheduled for November 8-11, 2010. The
meeting Web site is scheduled to launch next Tuesday (October 12). The site will feature full abstracts of the
sessions, registration links for each session, and information on our webcast technology.

What is a “Social Sciences Data Fair?”
ICPSR has invited representatives, practitioners, and users of several intriguing social sciences data
organizations to provide in-depth orientations to the data and teaching resources developed by those
organizations. Presenters have been asked to answer two primary questions: “What data/teaching resources are
available from the organization(s)?” and “How does the data user/instructor access those resources?”
You are encouraged to stroll through the social sciences data fair and sample what each organization has to offer
by attending the webcast associated with that organization. The fair will feature data plan and confidential data
management, data in North America, international data, and data for use in instruction.

Who should attend the ICPSR Social Sciences Data Fair?
This data fair has been organized for the social sciences data community at large including researchers,
librarians, teaching faculty, students, and policymakers from around the world who are interested in the use of
social sciences data.

Who is eligible to attend the data fair?
This free fair is open to everyone, including members and non-members of ICPSR.

How do I participate in the fair?
You participate in the data fair directly from your desktop computer during the week of November 8, 2010! Live
sessions will be broadcast using GoToWebinartechnology. This webinar technology requires no downloads to
your computer. All sessions will be recorded and the recordings and presentation slides posted should you desire
to view the presentations at a later date.

Interested in a sneak peek?
For a preview of the event, follow this link to our At-a-Glance
program: http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/files/ICPSR/datafair/DataFairAt-a-Glance.xls The program contains the
abridged abstracts, presenters, and times of the webinar broadcast. You also have the opportunity to be the first
to register since the registration links for all sessions are live.
We look forward to seeing you virtually in November!
Regards,
Linda Detterman
Marketing & Membership Director
2010 Data Fair Chair
ICPSR
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